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Gwinnett County Public Library 
 
The Friends of the Gwinnett County Public 
Library hosted a beach party luncheon featuring 
New York Times bestselling authors Mary Kay 
Andrews and Patti Callahan Henry on August 19 
at 12 p.m. at Garden Plaza in Lawrenceville. 
 
Mary Kay 
Andrews is the 
New York Times 
bestselling author 
of Beach Town, 
Save the Date, 
Ladies' Night, 
Christmas Bliss, 
Spring Fever, 
Summer Rental, 
The Fixer Upper, 
Deep Dish, Blue 
Christmas, 
Savannah Breeze, 
Hissy Fit, Little 
Bitty Lies, and Savannah Blues. 
 
A former reporter for The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, Andrews wrote ten critically 
acclaimed mysteries, including the Callahan 
Garrity mystery series, under her “real” name, 
which is Kathy Hogan Trocheck. Her mysteries 
have been 
nominated for 
the Edgar, 
Anthony, Agatha, 
and Macavity 
Awards. 
 
New York Times 
bestselling author 
Patti Callahan 
Henry has 
published ten 
novels: Losing the 
Moon, Where the River Runs, When Light 
Breaks, Between the Tides, The Art of Keeping 
Secrets, Driftwood Summer, The Perfect Love 
Song, Coming up for Air, And Then I Found You, 
The Stories We Tell, and The Idea of Love—
recently released by St. Martin’s Press. 
 
§ 
 
GCPL Announces Strategic Plan 
 
The Gwinnett County Public Library Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously to accept a new 
Strategic Plan. 
 
The plan, which includes new mission and vision 
statements, focuses on three main goals: 
building awareness of the library and its 
services, outreach and engagement, and 
community needs. 
 
These overall goals will provide guidance for the 
development of library programs and services 
over the next three years. 
 
“This plan would not have been possible 
without the support of the Library Board and 
our community stakeholders,” said Library 
Executive Director Charles Pace. 
 
Library Board Chairman Dick Goodman agrees. 
“This strategic plan truly represents the 
community’s vision for the library,” he said. 
“The plan gives the library a road map for 
fulfilling that vision while it navigates the 
technological, societal, and demographic 
challenges that lie ahead.” 
 
Library leadership and staff will next discuss the 
implementation process for the Strategic Plan 
with Penny Hummel of Library Strategies, the 
national consulting group who facilitated the 
planning process. 
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Gwinnett County Public Library is a free 
provider of education and information. Located 
in Metro Atlanta, the library has fifteen 
branches that offer free access to computers 
and Wi-Fi, classes, materials, and programming 
for people of all ages.  
 
§ 
 
Gwinnett County Public Library, Hall County 
Library System, and Piedmont Regional Library 
will welcome Homer 
Hickam, best known for 
his number one New York 
Times bestselling memoir 
Rocket Boys, which was 
adapted into the ever-
popular movie October 
Sky, for North Georgia 
Reads, a regional book 
signing event on October 
17 and 18. 
 
Hickam will speak at 
Lanier Technical College’s Barrow Campus on 
October 17 at 3 p.m. and at the Norcross 
Cultural Arts & Community Center on October 
18 at 3 p.m. 
 
North Georgia Reads was created to promote 
collaboration between neighboring library 
systems and bring bestselling authors to a 
community of twenty-nine libraries in the 
region. 
 
Homer Hickam is the winner of the prestigious 
University of Alabama’s Clarence Cason Award 
and the Appalachian Heritage Writer’s Award 
for his memoirs and fiction plus many other 
writing awards including an honorary Doctorate 
of Literature from Marshall University. Mr. 
Hickam has been a coal miner, Vietnam combat 
veteran, scuba instructor, NASA engineer, and 
now a best-selling author. 
 
Lanier Technical College-
Barrow Campus is located 
at 965 Austin Road, 
Winder, GA 30680. The 
Norcross Cultural Arts & 
Community Center is 
located at 10 College 
Street, Norcross, GA 
30071. 
 
Both events are free and 
open to the public. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing. 
 
For more information about Gwinnett County 
Public Library programs and services, visit 
www.gwinnettpl.org. 
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